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Urban Sustainability in

Asia and the Pacific is seriously threatened by the
growing water and sanitation crisis

The New Delhi Consultation
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Up-scaling Good Practices
Through Innovative Partnerships

op
Asia is facing a major challenge in the water and sanitation sector. 80 per cent of the i ; ore than 100 participa
global population without access to improved sanitation, and almost two-thirds without { B morﬁcipa
access to improved water supply, live in Asia. The need for these basic services in Asia anitation sector, analysed the ke

outstrips that of Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean taken together. in the countries of the region and '
ould be addressed by the proposed

Community-consfructed

To meet the Millennium Declaration Goal of halving the proportion of people without

access to improved services by 2015, an additional 1.5 billion people in Asia will need : " Agﬁ:;fgg??fsoi)::nggrl hnocn . 1 (]nd ma nﬂged 'l:(]C|||1'|eS '|:0r
access to adequate sanitation facilities, while an additional 980 million will need access e Citiesimmmsmote pro-poofivl et e
to safe water. In urban areas, the corresponding ™ e o made specific LA WGTer Gnd SGHITGTIOH
figures are 675 million and 619 million rorticiporn ership arrangements fo
respectively. Emphasis on urban water and L
sanitation has also been placed in the Millennium A good example of community-municipal
Declaration by setting a target of improving the partnerships include the rapid expansion of '
living condition of at least 100 million slum Progrﬂ H N community-constructed and managed toilets and & B
dwellers by 2020. L washing facilities in Pune and Mumbai over the last {:
two years. These have greatly improved provision

Introducing demand-responsive
and demand management
strategies to improve efficiency of

Scaling-up sanitation provision
city-wide through innovative
public-private-NGO partnerships,

New pro-poor investments in
urban water supply and sanitation
with emphasis on serving the

for low income households at costs that they can .
afford but with little or no increase in public =
investment; these centered on municipal authorities
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Asia Pacific Scenario

In Dhaka, the head of Dhaka’s water and
sewerage authority estimated in 2002 that
there were 2.5 million people in Dhaka's
‘slums’ with most having very inadequate
provision for water and sanitation. 70 per
cent of the population had no sewers. Tens
of thousands of children die each year in
Dhaka because of waterborne diseases
and polluted water

In Kolkata, about half the population that
lives in the slum or squatter colonies collect
water from stand posts. The rest of this
population do not have access to the
municipal water supply and have to make
their own arrangements - for instance relying
on handpumps drawing from tube wells.

In Bangalore, a city of some 6 million
inhabitants, it is estimated that more than
half depends on public fountains - but

these often have broken taps or pipes and
damaged platforms. Almost a third of the
population has partial or no access to
piped water.

More than half of Karachi’s 12 million
inhabitants live in katchi abadis. Only
half the katchi abadis have piped water
and only 12 per cent have provision for
sanitation - compared to the planned
areas where more than four-fifths have
piped water and sanitation. For the
whole city, only 40 per cent of the
population is connected to the official
sewer system.

In Faisalabad, some two thirds of the city’s
two million inhabitants live in largely
unserviced areas. Over half have no piped
water supply and less than a third have
sewers.

Key Programme Adtivitie

on three inter-linked
priorities

Monitoring of progress

towards achieving Millenni
al targets in the water
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water-use and give more influence
to those currently deprived of
water and sanitation

financing mechanisms
and appropriate technical
choices

urban poor with piped water and
formal sanitation

shifting funding from contractors to community
organisations to design, build and maintain the
public toilets. The ‘seed’ for such innovations are
usually community-managed demonstrations that
show what is possible — which then are extended to
a much larger population as municipal authorities
learn how to support many community-managed
initiatives.

For community-driven new developments,
the key is to ensure that low-income
households can buy or build accommodation
with better provision for water, sanitation
and drainage. Support for low-income
groups’ savings schemes and for their
acquisition of land with infrastructure on
which they can organise the construction of
their own homes is an important part of
improving provision for water and sanitation
- as demonstrated in the large number of
low-income households that have acquired
better quality housing through community-
managed schemes in India (within the
National Slum Dwellers Federation and
Mahila Milan), Thailand (with the support of
the Urban Community Development Office)
and South Africa (within the Homeless
People’s Federation). This is an approach
that also has to be ‘demand-driven’ for low
income households; many government
schemes have been ‘supply-driven’ with the
result that new sites with provision for water
and sanitation were in the wrong location
or were too expensive for low income
households.

Source: SPARC Presentation in
New Delhi Consultation,
April 2002
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Awareness = Enhanced capacity = Action

PRO-POOR INVESTMENT IN
WATER AND SANITATION TO
SUPPORT MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Capacity
Enhanced in
Communities

and Cities

Policies &
regulations
favourable

Information,
awareness
available

Pro-poor
Investments

catchment
roof
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* Monitoring Progress * Training of * Political Will [ l
¢ Information sharing professionals * Pro-poor governance d"’“"”
* Advocacy * Regional Resource * Institutional changes : \ »
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¢ Water Education Centre ¢ Demonstration

Rain Water Harvesfing Structures in
Urban Environment

A typical roof top Rainwater Harvesting System comprises of
Catchment roof
Gutters
Downpipes
Rain water/Storm Water Drains
Storage tank
Catchment courtyard

P(] rmerShlp (]nd (:(]p(](ﬂ'y BU||d|ng | fJ;’iZﬁ water recharge structure like sefflement fank, recharge
for Pro-poor Investments

The programme will commence with a partnership development phase. The focus
in this phase will be on developing a framework for collaboration among city level
actors as also with external support agencies and other ongoing programmes.

The central emphasis of the Water for Asian Cities Programme will be on Capacity
building in the countries and cities in the region with a view to prepare the
environment for pro-poor investments in the water and sanitation sector.

Water for Asian Cities Programme

While the Capacity Building Phase of the Programme will be directed to enhancing For more information, contact:

the willingness and commitment of the policy makers and creating the necessary 4
institutional and human resource capacity to implement pro-poor policies and . UN-HABITAT -
programmes, the investment promotion phase of the Programme be directed to PO. Box 30030, Nairobi, KENYA

creating the enabling environment for pro-poor investments. Tel: 254 2 623039, Fax: 254 2 623588
Email: kalyan.ray@unhabitat.org

Asian Development Bank
PO. Box 789, 0980 Manila, PHILIPPINES
Tel: 632 632 6839, Fax: 632 632 2409
Email: amcintosh@adb.org
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