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The Food Aid Organization of the United Nations

News Release

10 December 2008

German contribution will help WFP assist flood-
affected communitiesin Laos

VIENTIANE — LAO PDR. The United Nations World Food Programme in Lao PDR
has received a generous contribution of Euro 250,000 from the German Federal
Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development.

The contribution has been provided to WFP's Protracted Relief and Recovery
Operation (PRRO), which is implemented in partnership with the Ministry of Labour
and Socia Welfare. The PRRO provides food assistance to the most food insecure
villagesin rural areas, in response to natural disasters and other livelihood shocks. The
German contribution will be used to purchase rice from local suppliers, which will be
distributed to food insecure communities in relief and recovery activities related to
floods.

Following the floods that hit the country in August this year, WFP has provided
emergency food assistance to almost 45,000 people in the six affected provinces, and
will soon initiate its recovery activities through the food-for-work modality. Through
its sub-offices and field staff, WFP coordinates the identification of target areas and
populations, as well as the delivery of assistance in close cooperation with local
authorities and the affected communities themselves.

The Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to the Lao PDR, H.E. Dr. Peter
Wienand, expressed his appreciation for the solid partnership with WFP: “Over the
recent years, the cooperation between the German government and WFP in Laos has
been exemplary,” he said. “| have personally visited many food distribution centres of
WEFP in the countryside and | have been impressed by the professional work and
dedication of WFP staff. | am happy that WFP is again our partner in this project
destined to help those affected by the floods in August,” he continued.

Germany is an important supporter of the work of the World Food Programme in Laos,
having provided in the past much needed assistance to its school feeding programme,
livelihood support project aswell asin its relief and recovery operation.
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WEFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency and the UN’s frontline agency for
hunger solutions. This year, WFP plans to feed 90 million people in 80 countries.

Visit our website: www.wfp.org

View the 2007 Annual Report for WFP Laos:
http://www.wfp.org/country brief/asial/laos/annual report/Annual Report 2007.pdf

For more information, please contact:

Karin Manente
WFP Representative, Lao PDR
Tel: (856-21) 451004 or 451005; Mob: (856-20) 2224710

Tiziana Zoccheddu

WFP Public Information Officer, Lao PDR
Tel: (856-21) 451004 or 451005 ext. 2340; Mob: (856-20) 758 4751



