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This week’s articles:

 

· Lao PDR’s News 
 

·          Saravan charges residents fee for working in Thailand Vientiane Times, 28 August 2008
 

· Region’s News 
·      Migrants Flow out of Burma as Economic Woes Deepen The Irrawaddy, 21 August 2008
·      A modern-day slave trade is in operation across Scotland, new research has suggested BBC, 19 August 2008
·      Virgin Rescued From Cousin’s Trick Phnom Penh Post: August 18, 2008
 

· Upcoming Events 
 

·         Joint Rapid Assessment in Northern Provinces of Lao PDR 
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If you have any human trafficking news/ advocacy/ events/ others that you would like to circulate via the UNIAP Lao PDR News Digest, please send your submissions and your contact details to phimmasone.thongphataysack@undp.org.
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·      Lao PDR

 

·       Saravan charges residents fee for working in Thailand 
Residents in Nakhonpheng district, Saravan province, are being forced to pay 150,000 kip per year to village authorities if they cross the border to work in Thailand. 

The fee is not sanctioned by provincial authorities or the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare. 

Saravan Department of Labour and Social Welfare Deputy Director, Mr Buala Khounthinith, said his department was aware of the issue but had not yet issued an order to stop it. 

“The issue was discussed at a meeting in July when our provincial governor told us to work with village authorities to decide whether it is suitable to collect fees from those working in Thailand,” Mr Buala said. 

“Village authorities explained they wanted to earn some income for those working in Thailand which would be used by the village administration. This is also a method to deter people from leaving home to work in Thailand illegally.” 

Mr Buala said he would consult with the provincial governor to seek a resolution to the issue. 

“I disagree with the idea of collecting money from Lao workers in Thailand because some people return home without any money,” he said. 

“They work very hard to get money for their families, but if we take a fee from them they will get nothing.” 

Villagers in Nakhonpheng district say they are unhappy with the fee and feel like local authorities are taking advantage of them. 

The Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare's Skill Development and Employment Department Director General, Mr Phouvan Chanthavong, said provincial authorities had not reported to the ministry about this situation. 

“I think local authorities are issuing their own rules to minimise the illegal migration of Lao workers to Thailand,” he said. 

He declined to comment on whether charging the fee was right or wrong, saying he wanted to see a report from provincial authorities first. 

“In the future, we will standardise all rules regarding migration issues to avoid confusion and complaints from villagers,” he said. 

Mr Phouvan is unable to say when the standardised rule will be introduced until after a meeting between Lao and Thai border governors scheduled at the end of this year. 

This is not the first time Lao people have been charged a fee for working in Thailand. A similar situation occurred in Champassak province last year when local authorities charged people 200,000 kip upon their return from working in Thailand. 

Illegal migration has been a problem for decades. Lao people cross the border to work in Thailand illegally to escape poverty and because they share language and cultural similarities. Thai authorities informed Laos in 2006 there were 96,000 illegal Lao workers working in Thailand. 

Some officials believe this figure must be higher when seasonal workers are included. In Saravan province alone, officials said more than 10,000 Lao people were currently working in Thailand. 

By Somsack Pongkhao
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·      Region

·      Migrants Flow out of Burma as Economic Woes Deepen
Burma’s economic troubles have been a boon to human traffickers in recent months, keeping them busy at a time of year when wet conditions traditionally slow the flow of migrants across the border into Thailand.

A source who is involved in smuggling migrant workers from Burma to Thailand estimated that about 300 Burmese migrants are illegally transported to Bangkok each day from border areas such as Mae Sot, Three Pagodas Pass, Mae Sai and Ranong.

The most popular crossing point is Mae Sot, which is separated from the neighboring Burmese town of Myawaddy by the Moei River. Burmese routinely cross the river, either over the Thai-Burma Friendship Bridge, which links the two towns, or on inflated inner tubes.

According to the source, who is based in Mae Sot, about 150 people are smuggled from Mae Sot to Bangkok every day.

Three Pagodas Pass, near the Thai town of Sangkhlaburi, is another major point of entry, with around 60 Burmese migrants leaving the area for Bangkok daily, according to local businessman Nai Lawi Mon.

Some local observers suggested that the steady influx was due to the impact of Cyclone Nargis, which slammed into Burma’s largely agricultural Irrawaddy delta on May 2-3, destroying cropland and leaving many farmers without any means of making a living. 

“Normally, very few people come to Thailand during the rainy season,” said Nai Lawi Mon. “But this year we are seeing more and more people coming.”

Cyclone Nargis hit Burma at a time when inflation and unemployment were already at their highest levels in years, forcing a growing number of Burmese to flee to neighboring countries in search of work.

It is estimated that there are more than a million Burmese migrants living and working in Thailand, of whom around 500,000 are registered with the Thai Ministry of Labor. 

The perils of their journey were highlighted in April, when 54 Burmese migrants suffocated to death while being transported in a container truck from Ranong, near the Burmese border town of Kawthaung, to the Thai resort island of Phuket.

Although the tragedy prompted officials to step up efforts to stem the tide of illegal migrants into Thailand, Burmese continue to make the trip in a desperate bid to find jobs to support themselves and their families.

Many end up in Mahachai, home to the highest concentration of Burmese migrant workers in Thailand. Located a short distance from Bangkok, Mahachai attracts thousands of Burmese with low-paying jobs in the fish processing industry that are shunned by most Thais.

Mi Wot arrived in Mahachai a week ago and is still looking for work. She said she paid 460,000 kyat (US $383) for the trip. She made the journey, her first into Thailand, with ten other people, hiding in the back of a truck under a tarpaulin for three nights. The trip took so long, she explained, because of the numerous checkpoints along the way.

While Thai efforts seem to be doing little to prevent illegal migration into the country, the Burmese authorities have been carrying out a crackdown on their side of the border that appears to be having some effect, at least for now.

According to Maung Tu, a local businessman in Kawthaung, the human traffic into the neighboring Thai province of Ranong has slowed perceptibly in recent weeks. 

Normally, several hundred people cross into Thailand each day; at the moment, the flow has been reduced to a trickle of around 30-50 people a day, according to sources in the area. Similar numbers have been reported in Mae Sai, near the Burmese town of Tachilek.

Meanwhile, the cost of smuggling migrants from Mae Sot to Bangkok has increased by about 2,000 Baht ($58) recently. It now costs 14,000 Baht ($412) to make the trip to the Thai capital, sources said.

Back to top
 

·         A modern-day slave trade is in operation across Scotland, new research has suggested
Human rights charity Amnesty International said Scotland had 13.5% of the UK's trade in people. 

This was despite Scotland having less than 10% of the population. 

Amnesty said it used figures from police, councils, voluntary groups and other services to present the most comprehensive picture to date of the problem of human trafficking. 

The report, Human Trafficking - Scotland's 21st Century Slaves, said Scottish police raided more than 50 premises, resulting in 35 arrests and 59 people being dealt with as victims of trafficking during its specialist Operation Pentameter 2.

Trafficking cases have been found in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dumfries and Galloway, Falkirk, Grangemouth, Stirling and Tayside. 

They involved victims from Lithuania, Slovakia, Nigeria, China, Estonia, Somalia, Thailand, Guinea and Russia. 

Amnesty International UK director, Kate Allen, said: "To date, most attention has been given to the plight of women trafficked into the sex trade, but we have also found evidence of trafficking into Scotland for domestic and agricultural labour. 

"The case information we have been given also shows there are different methods of trafficking and different routes into Scotland. 

"We have come across an example of marriage being used as a mechanism of trafficking women into Scotland for sexual exploitation. And we have seen cases of trafficked persons being recovered at the port of Stranraer." 

'Sexual exploitation' 

She said Amnesty was concerned victims of trafficking in Scotland were not being properly identified. 

"Without acceptance of their status, they cannot access appropriate services or help police with their inquiries," she said. 

"The fight against trafficking has been very much police-led in the UK, but we know that many victims of trafficking will never disclose their situation to a police officer because they fear shame, deportation or reprisals from their traffickers." 

The report called on the Scottish Government to extend the support provided to women trafficked into sexual exploitation to other forms of trafficking. 

It also called on Scots ministers to work with the Crown Office to ensure that trafficking victims were not prosecuted for crimes, such as using false travel documents, committed as part of their ordeal.
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·         Virgin Rescued From Cousin’s Trick
An 18 -year-old virgin has been rescued from a room in Sok Leap guesthouse in Tbong Khmum district, Kampong Cham at 11:30pm on Wednesday. The girl was tricked into entering the hotel room by her female cousin, Mout Srey Mao, who planned to sell her to an old man for US$500. Chak Sok Kay, the district police officer, said he received a complaint from the girl's grandmother that the girl was being held captive at the guesthouse. The girl has made a report against her cousin, who has been arrested and is awaiting punishment.
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·      Events/Activities

 

Joint Rapid Assessment in Northern Provinces of Lao PDR

 

Three agencies, UNIAP, UNICEF and IOM, are joining to conduct a rapid assessment research on human trafficking vulnerability in two Northern provinces (Oudomxay and Luang Namtha) of Lao PDR. The research will take place from late August to early October 2008. The findings of which research will feed into counter human trafficking activities of the country.
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*********************************************************************
Publication of the information herein does not constitute an official endorsement or approval by the United Nations Inter-Agency Project on Human Trafficking in the Greater Mekong Sub-region Lao PDR. The views, opinions, and validity of information expressed are solely the responsibility of the original source.
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 For more information about other UNIAP human trafficking news digests, please contact the following: 

 

Regional news digest:    uniap.mekong@un.or.th
China news digest:         uniapchina@yahoo.com.cn
Cambodia news digest:  huot.vichheka@undp.org 
Myanmar news digest:    ayhtut.uniapmm@undp.org
Thailand news digest:     uniap_thai@un.or.th
Vietnam news digest:      uniapvietnam@vnn.vn
 

If you do not wish to receive further messages from the UNIAP Lao Team, please notify us by replying to this message and using “unsubscribe” in the subject line.   
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