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This week’s articles:

 
· Local News 
·       Returning illegal migrants promise to be good citizens Vientiane Times ,07 January 2009
·         Committee hopes to return 5000 immigrants by June Vientiane Times ,31 December 2008
· International News 

·       Rural women fall prey to city evils VNA, 7 January 2009
·       Cambodia, Malaysia to sign anti-human trafficking MoU Xinhua, 23 December 2008
·       Vietnam signs up to anti-human trafficking project VNA, 4 December 2008
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If you have any human trafficking news/ advocacy/ events/ others that you would like to circulate via the UNIAP Lao PDR News Digest, please send your submissions and your contact details to phimmasone.thongphataysack@undp.org.
 Articles inBrief

 [image: image3]                                                                                                         
 
·  
·       Local News
 
·       Returning illegal migrants promise to be good citizens
 

Lao migrants who entered Thailand illegally and were held in a detention camp there for several years promised on their return home this week to be good citizens and never to return to Thailand illegally. 

Mr Kouzong, of Nongpong village in Borikhamxay province's Khamkeuth district, was one of a group of 58 detainees released from the camp in Thailand's Phetsaboun province last month. 

He spoke to reporters on Monday at a ceremony to send the detainees back to their homes after being accommodated at a temporary reception centre in Borikhamxay province. 

“As soon as my family and I got on the bus at the camp in Thailand to come back to Laos I was extremely happy. I will never return to that troubled life in the camp again,” he said. 

“Life there was tough. We didn't get enough food to eat and had to rely on donations. We were held in a confined area and were not allowed to go out and look for a job. I felt so sorry for my seven children, who were always hungry and could not go to school.” 

Mr Kouzong went to Thailand in 2004 with friends who persuaded him to go to the camp along with thousand of other migrants. His friends told him his family would be able to travel to the United States where they could have a better life. 

“My friends told me there would be employment opportunities with high wages in the United States, so I didn't hesitate to go,” he said. 

But he and many others found they had been deceived. After years of misery in the camp, Mr Kouzong decided it was time to return to Laos, especially after speaking with previous returnees who told him the local authorities had taken good care of them. 

He was told Lao officials provided assistance to the returnees so they could readjust to their former communities. The authorities also issued them with identification cards and family books so they could go anywhere in Laos. 

Fortunately Mr Kouzong did not sell his farmland and house as many other migrants did before they left Laos. He intends to take his children back home so they can go to school while he returns to farming. 

“I'd like to thank the Lao government for forgiving us for our wrongdoing and for taking good care of us during our stay at the temporary reception centre as well as for other assistance provided to us,” he said. 

Mr Kouzong said those still in the camp in Thailand hesitated to return to Laos for two main reasons. Some were still holding out hope of eventually reaching their destination and others were waiting for the upland rice planting season, which usually begins in March. They were afraid if they came back to Laos now they would have nothing to eat. 

“But I believe they will never get to the United Sates because I didn't hear of anyone going there the whole time I was in the camp,” Mr Kouzong said. 

The 58 returnees have returned to their hometowns in Vientiane and the provinces of Borikhamxay, Vientiane, Xieng Khuang, Luang Prabang and Oudomxay. 

 

By Souksakhone Vaenkeo 
Back to top
·  
·       Committee hopes to return 5000 immigrants by June 
 

More than 5000 illegal immigrants are still in a Thai detention camp waiting to return to Laos, according to a member of the Lao-Thai General Border Sub-committee. 
Mr Yong Chanthalangsy was speaking at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs' Press Department when he said the committee would propose Thailand return all 5000 people to Laos by June 2009. 
The immigrants are being held in a camp in Phetsaboun province, where they travelled in the hope they would be able to gain onward travel to the United States. 
Mr Yong said he was encouraged by progress that had resulted in 2000 illegal immigrants being returned to the country since 2006. 
“We have set goals with Thailand that before we could achieve the establishment of the Asean community, we would have to address the illegal immigrant issue including those immigrants seeking employment opportunities in Thailand,” he said. 
“There have been challenges, but the outlook is positive and committees from both countries plan to meet next month in Thailand to find a solution.” 
Mr Yong said 95 percent of returnees were settled back into their original residences, while those who were homeless were resettled by the government. 
Two development villages were created to accommodate the returnees; one in Khamkeuth district of Borikhamxay province, and another in Kasy district of Vientiane province. 
They have been allocated farmland and given access to basic facilities such as roads, electricity and water and irrigation systems. 
“Initially, some members of the international community misunderstood our policy because some countries created rumours to damage our country's image saying that our government had abused the returnees,” he said. 
“Many countries that used to accuse us have changed their minds. They have now offered assistance to these villages and the returnees.” 
The government had changed this perception by allowing diplomats and international delegations to visit returned immigrants and observe how their lives had improved. 
Since 2004 more than 7,000 illegal immigrants have flocked to the camp in Thailand. 
 
By Souksakhone Vaenkeo
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·  
·       International News
 

·         Rural women fall prey to city evils
 
Hanoi (VNA) - Unemployment or lack of regular income, together with a poor cultural life, has put women migrating to Hanoi from rural Vietnam at risk of a variety of social evils, new research confirms. 
The findings stem from a survey of 1,600 women immigrants in the Kim Chung and Duong Xa communes of the capital’s outlying Dong Anh and Gia Lam districts. 
The joint research by Cooperation and Human Resource Development Centre and Action Aid-Vietnam shows that although the women are in Hanoi to improve their living standards, only 65 percent have attended vocational training courses. 
More than 70 percent are single and have to cope with low wages and long working hours without either an employment contract or a social insurance card. 
About 14 percent of the participants said the immigrants were deceived into prostitution while 6.7 percent said they had been tricked into becoming victims of human trafficking. 
The research found that 94-96 percent of the immigrants have to rent their accommodation while the remainder live with relatives, their boyfriends or married local men. But 90 percent of the accommodation has no television, radio, gas stove or motorbike. 
Many participants in the survey said they sleep for most of their leisure time. Sexual abuse is regular, especially on the way to and from work. Knowing that many of the women wanted to marry, some local men seduced them into sexual intercourse, leading to unwanted pregnancies. 
The research shows that 31 percent of immigrants do not know the address of their local health centres; 31 percent rely on private clinics and 38 percent of their children under six have no health insurance cards. 
Chief researcher Vu Minh Tien warns the lack of protection for the women’s rights at work and where they live will create an even more favourable environment for human trafficking if effective action is not immediately taken. 
The researchers want campaigns to make district administrators and organisations more aware about their role and responsibility to help the immigrants. 
They say the immigrants must be provided with information about human trafficking and the necessary skills to avoid it. 
The policies and laws to protect the legitimate rights of women immigrants must be enforced, they say. 
These include protecting their rights at work; preventing discrimination between male and female workers as well as between local workers and immigrants, and ensuring they have social security. 
Dong Anh Culture Office director Nguyen Kim Ngan conceded that much work needs to be done to protect legitimate rights of the immigrants. 
Cultural houses have been built for women workers in the district’s centre but not near their residential precincts. 
Information about reproductive health, especially premarriage, is also necessary. 
Vietnam General Confederation of Labour’s Social Policy Department Deputy Director Dang Quang Dieu said he has asked for legal consulting centres to be established in industrial parks and export processing zones. 
The Ministry of Health’s Population and Family Planning Department estimates that 120,000 to 130,000 immigrants will arrive in Hanoi this year. 
Of these 52 percent will be under 25 years old – the age group most likely to fall victim to such social evils as drugs and prostitution.
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·         Cambodia, Malaysia to sign anti-human trafficking MoU
 

Cambodia and Malaysia will sign a memorandum of understanding (MoU) for anti-human trafficking cooperation, a Cambodian governmental official said here on Tuesday. 
"We are preparing the draft MoU for anti-human trafficking cooperation between the Cambodian and Malaysian governments and it will be inked soon," Ith Rady, secretary of state for the Justice Ministry, said at a seminar on investigation skills against human-trafficking crime. 
The issue of human trafficking is one of the primary concerns of the country and the Cambodian government has the goodwill to combat human-trafficking crime in conjunction with other countries, he said. 
The criminals have adopted many new ways to transport and exploit the victims and human-trafficking acts have seriously affected the social order and human dignity, he said. 
"It is a serious crime and also a border-crossing crime," he added. 
Cambodia already inked MoUs for anti-human trafficking cooperation with two regional countries, Vietnam and Thailand. 
Meanwhile, the Cambodian government established a working groupto cope with the crime, which is headed by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sar Kheng.
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·         Vietnam signs up to anti-human trafficking project
 
Hanoi (VNA) – Vietnam has committed to furthering its fight against human trafficking by launching a project on Dec. 4 initiated and funded by the Australian Government and the Australian International Development Agency (AusAID). 
The 21-million AUD the Asia Regional Trafficking in Persons (ARTIP) will help to increase the capacity of law enforcement agencies, prosecutors and the judiciary in Vietnam to tackle human trafficking, while protecting the rights of the victims. 
It will also help Vietnam to develop and adjust its policies and legal framework, allowing it to prevent and deal with human trafficking-related crimes more effectively, including money laundering and criminal extradition.
Professional training and the provision of facilities for authorized Vietnamese agencies are among the other aims of the project. 
Addressing the project launch ceremony, Australian Ambassador to Vietnam Allaster Cox said “The launch of ARTIP in Vietnam is a logical step in cementing Vietnam as a future leader in responding to people trafficking.” 
He highlighted the Vietnamese Government’s determination in combating human trafficking and its participation in various initiatives to prevent the crimes. 
He cited the Government’s arrest of 299 criminals involved in human trafficking during the first six months of 2008, of whom 185 were brought to trial, and resulted in the rescue of 160 victims.
Also attending the ceremony, the Deputy Director General of Police under the Ministry of Public Security, Major General Vu Hung Vuong, said Vietnam attaches great importance to the fight against human trafficking. 
He asserted that the police force and the Ministry of Public Security would work together to ensure that the project is implemented in the most effective manner. 
ARTIP is a five-year initiative that began in 2006 in Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Myanmar. During its second phase (2008-2010), the project will also include Vietnam, Indonesia and the Philippines.
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Publication of the information herein does not constitute an official endorsement or approval by the United Nations Inter-Agency Project on Human Trafficking in the Greater Mekong Sub-region Lao PDR. The views, opinions, and validity of information expressed are solely the responsibility of the original source.
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 For more information about other UNIAP human trafficking news digests, please contact the following: 
 
Regional news digest:    uniap.mekong@un.or.th
China news digest:         annie.huang@public.un.org.cn 
Cambodia news digest:  vichheka.huot@undp.org  
Myanmar news digest:    ayhtut.uniapmm@undp.org
Thailand news digest:     uniap_thai@un.or.th
Vietnam news digest:      uniapvietnam@vnn.vn
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