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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT - SENIOR ASSISTANT TO THE INTERNATIONAL EXPERT FOR MDG NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND COSTING (National consultant)
Background: The Government of Lao PDR is currently in the process of drafting the Seventh National Socio Economic Development Plan (NSEDP) for the period 2011-2015 and is committed to integrate the MDGs in the planning process. The final year of the 7th Plan will coincide with the time by which the country requires to have achieved the MDGs, so this forthcoming plan provides an opportunity to concentrate efforts on key interventions that will help achieving the MDGs. Against this background the Ministry of Planning and Investment (MPI) has requested UN support to conduct a needs assessment and costing of the MDGs in Lao PDR, with the aim to identify the full set of infrastructure, human, and financial resources required to meet the MDG targets of the Government of Lao PDR by 2015. 

The MDG needs assessment and costing exercise started in late March with the formation of five inter-ministerial thematic working groups to cost the investment requirement to meet the MDGs in Lao PDR. These groups are: 1. Agriculture and Rural Transport; 2. Environment, Water & Sanitation; 3. Health; 4. Energy; 5. Gender equality. 

The MDG needs assessment and costing involves the coordination of over 10 different line ministries, agencies, the UN Country team and other development partners. To successfully complete this exercise will require the active involvement of all stakeholders in this process. To facilitate and support the work of the 5 working groups an international expert on MDG costing has been recruited. To further support the work, the project is now seeking to hire a senior assistant to the international expert.  

Duties and Responsibilities: Under the direct supervision of the international MDG consultant, the senior assistant will assist in the overall technical support to the working groups for the MDG needs assessment and costing; the consultant will assist in the overall coordination of the MDG needs assessment and costing; and will provide basic translation/communication services for the international expert.  The detailed job description can be downloaded at http://www.undplao.org/vacancies/
Qualifications and Experience: The consultant should have a University degree in Economics, Business Administration or other related field; Experience in working with/liaising with Ministries of the Government of Lao PDR; Working experience from development projects, preferably in Lao PDR; Knowledge of MDGs is an asset; Excellent working knowledge of Microsoft Office (Excel, word, power point). We are looking for a good communicator with excellent drafting skills in Lao and English 

Duty Station:  Ministry of Planning and Investment, Vientiane, Lao PDR  
Duration of contract: 3 months
To apply: A 1- 2 page expression of interest along with updated CV should be submitted before 5pm on 5th June 2009 to: 
NSEDP Project

Application for Senior Assistant to the International Expert – MDG NA and Costing,   

Ministry of Planning and Investment , Vientiane, Lao PDR 
Or email the project coordinator: dara_phone@yahoo.com 
Female candidates are encouraged to apply. Only short-listed candidates will be contacted for an interview.
















