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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT FOR LAO NATIONAL:

BIODIVERSITY EXPERT FOR MAF / FAO / UNDP LAO PDR PROJECT DESIGN
Background: 
The objective of the joint FAO/UNDP GEF project titled ‘Mainstreaming biodiversity in Lao PDR’s agricultural and land management policies, plans and programmes’ is to provide farmers with the necessary incentives, capabilities and supporting institutional framework to conserve agricultural biodiversity  within the farming systems of Lao PDR.  The project will be developed within the context of the Lao PDR National Agricultural Biodiversity Programme (NABP) and other relevant national policy documents.  The five expected outcomes of the project are:

1. National policy and institutional arrangements mainstream biodiversity in agriculture and land use sectors

2. National agriculture extension service promotes the sustainable use of farmer varieties and conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity within current production systems

3. Strengthened local level capacity to conserve biodiversity and enhance productivity of biodiversity resources, especially agricultural biodiversity resources

4. Agricultural biodiversity-friendly products made available in local and international markets

5. Four in-situ gene banks established over 100,000 ha

A Project Preparation Grant (PPG) has been approved by the GEF Secretariat to prepare the GEF Full-size Project (FSP) proposal. It is in this context that a National Biodiversity Expert is required to contribute to the preparation of the FSP, with a primary focus on supporting the Lead Consultant / Biodiversity Expert and assessing the status of biodiversity in agro-ecosystems in proposed project sites.
Purpose of the consultancy: 
The overall purpose of the consultancy is to provide expert support to the Lead Consultant / Biodiversity Expert, and to assess the status of biodiversity in agro-ecosystems in proposed project sites.  This will encompass support to the Lead Consultant in the identification of potential project sites, an overall assessment of the status of biodiversity in agroecosystems, an assessment of globally important biodiversity that can be found in the project areas, and an assessment of threats to biodiversity.
Specific Objectives:

· Support the Lead Consultant / Biodiversity Expert in conducting an overview of the status of biodiversity in agro-ecosystem in Lao PDR
· Characterize the status of agricultural biodiversity in the proposed project sites 
· Support the Lead Consultant / Biodiversity Expert in the coordination of activities and in the organization of field visits
Timing and duration: 
Third and Fourth Quarters of 2009 with approx. 80 - 100 working days allocated during this period. 

Reporting: 
The selected consultant will work under the direct supervision of the Lead Consultant / Biodiversity Expert, and will also be available to report directly to the FAO, MAF and UNDP Working Group, when necessary. 

Duty Station:
Vientiane, Lao PDR
Expected outputs: 
[1] Inception Report; [2] Progress Reports; [3] Draft Report; [4] Final Report in English with summary in Lao and English
Qualifications & experience required:
· Masters degree in agriculture, biology, environmental science or another related discipline. 

· More than five years working experience in agriculture, environment or other related area.

· Proven experience conducting field assessments.

· Experience working with international organizations on project formulation / design is preferred.

· Knowledge of agricultural biodiversity

· Ability to conduct research and analysis and strong synthesis skills

· Builds strong relationships with clients, focuses on impact and result for the client and responds positively to critical feedback; consensus-oriented

· Highly develop inter-personal, negotiation and teamwork skills, ability to work in multi-cultural environment

· Excellent in English and Lao writing and communication skills
Detailed ToR available at the Procurement Office and at: http://www.undplao.org/vacancies.htm 

Please send P11, detailed CV along with a letter of interest by 12 July, 2009 to:
Procurement Unit – UNDP Office, Vientiane, P.O Box: 345, indicating on the envelope:
(Application for National Biodiversity Expert)
Email: lao.recruitment@undp.org
 Telephone: +(856 21) 267777 or Fax: +(856 21) 267799
Female candidates are encouraged to apply

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted for interview
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