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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 

Justice Survey Specialist for the Customary Justice Practices Project 

	Location:     
	LAO PDR, Vientiane Capital   

	Application deadline:
	21 August 2009 

	Type of Contract: 
	SSA 

	Languages Required :
	English

	Starting Date : 
	Second half of September 2009 

	Duration of Initial Contract :
	A maximum of 10 working days over a 9 months period


Background: 

Customary practices remain a crucial source of law for many people in Lao PDR, especially among its ethnic groups and those in the most remote areas of the country. To date, no comprehensive study has been undertaken on this topic. 

This need is reflected in the draft Legal Sector Master Plan, which calls for the implementation of a research project on application of customary rules as source of law by collecting local and customary rules, especially among ethnic groups, to ensure the application of a more efficient legal framework. The Ministry of Justice (MoJ), supported by the UNDP, plans to carry out such a survey as part of its Customary Justice Practices Project (‘the Survey’). The data collected will result in a report highlighting the main findings of the Survey and will be compiled into the first accessible database on customary practices in Laos.

The Justice Survey Specialist is to assist an anthropologist (“Team Leader"), a National Consultant and the project team to design the methodology for the Survey and to facilitate the reporting, processing of collected data and creation of the database. It is anticipated the mission will commence in September 2009 and the Survey will be implemented and analysis and reporting conducted until May 2010. 

III. Outputs and Services of the National Consultant

Working closely with the Ministry of Justice, UNDP and all relevant stakeholders, the Justice Survey Specialist shall support the Team Leader to provide a range of outputs and services, including:

· Provide advice and assistance on development of a suitable implementation plan, implementation parties, and design/methodology for the Survey and any other required Survey Documentation.  This shall include providing advice in relation to the different types of survey designs and methodologies.  It shall also include providing advice in relation to the problems that may be faced by different forms of survey design and methodologies and assisting in the choice between various options. The correlation/combination with the Access to Justice Survey will be a key factor. 

· Provide advice and assistance on anticipating problems or barriers with implementation of the Survey. 

· Provide advice and assistance on developing an appropriate budget for implementation of the Survey.  This may include providing different options for different types of Survey designs and methodologies.  

· Assist in the organization and facilitation of consultative technical workshops or meetings in Vientiane as needed to rise interest and buy-in among all concerned stakeholders and to report on the findings of the survey.

· Assist in the delivery of a detailed final report exposing the findings of the field work and highlighting the most relevant elements.

· Provide advice and assistance on developing a fundamental documentation and /or accessible database from the collected information.    

Detailed Terms of Reference can be downloaded at www.undplao.org/vacancies/procurement 

IV. Qualifications and experience 

· Master degree in Development, Law, Legal Pluralism or other relevant fields of study with strong background in legal research. 

· At least 7 years experience in applied research and strategic planning in legal pluralism and other sectors of legal development.

· Previous involvement in field surveys on access to justice, judicial or legal related work, including relevant experience in the region is essential.
· Experience with various survey methodologies and approaches
· Experience in working with governments and institutions (UN experience highly desirable).
· Fluency in spoken and written English including excelling drafting skills, particularly in being able to write documents (such as reports and the questionnaire) concisely and in simple-to-understand English that is easy to translate into another language . 
· Understanding of development issues in Lao PDR including cultural and socio-economic environment is an asset.
Requirements for submission of applications: 

* A detailed presentation of the consultant with letter of interest, updated CV and relevant experiences;

* Detailed financial offer.  
Applications shall be sent via email to: lao.procurement@undp.org  or by courier, mail to Procurement Unit,  UNDP Lao PDR, Vientiane PO Box 345. Please indicated in e-mail subject or on the envelope 

“Application – National Consultancy for Customary Justice Practices Project”

Contact details: Tel. (856 21) 267 777  Fax: (856 21) 267 799; 264 939. 

Female candidates are encouraged to apply. Applicants will be contacted only if under serious consideration.


