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15 June 2009
VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT – 2009/10:
Mainstreaming Food Security and Nutrition into the 7th National Socio-Economic Development Plan (2011-2015)
Building on the National Nutrition Policy (NNP) and following the current formulation of a National Nutrition Strategy and Plan of Action, this project aims to use FAO’s specialised technical competencies and established stakeholder linkages to support the Government to mainstream Food Security and Nutrition into the 7th National Socio-Economic Development Plan (NSEDP 2011-2015). FAO is now seeking a highly-motivated individual with good understanding of the policy process of the Government of Lao PDR. 
Post Title:
Policy expert with good understanding of food security and nutrition
Duty Station:
Vientiane with limited travel in the provinces 

Duration:
6 months (probation period with possible of extension)
Salary:
Depending upon qualifications and experience

The policy expert will closely cooperate with the Government of Lao PDR, relevant UN agencies and International Finance Institutions and will be responsible for identifying suitable entry points for addressing the underlying causes of food insecurity and malnutrition. S/he will be based in the office of the Ministry of Planning and Investment (MPI) and will liaise closely with experts of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDO). Specifically, the Policy Expert will:

· Familiarize him/herself with the food security and nutrition concept and its cross-cutting nature;

· Support line ministries in costing the main interventions needed to achieve the Millennium Development Goal on Hunger (MDG costing led by UNDP)
· Support Ministry of Planning and Investment in integrating food security and nutrition into the 7th NSEDP by actively participating in the sector working groups and the Ministry of Health task force on nutrition;
· Prepare background material for specific sectors or topics to support the work of MPI; 

· Facilitate the introduction of food security and nutrition concerns in national and sub-national consultation workshops;
· Identify potential policy conflicts (that is policy issues that may have a negative impact on food security of individuals);

· Contribute to analytical papers on the impact of certain development trends on food security;

· Contribute to consultations of the draft NSEDP among UN agencies and other developing partners;

· In close coordination with UNDP and MPI suggest how the monitoring and evaluation system can be improved.

Qualifications: 
Post-graduate degree in development or a related field. Capacity to work effectively with Lao PDR Government at central level. Knowledge of the policy and planning process of Government of Lao PDR. Ten years of experience in multi-sectoral programs development. 

Experience in policy and strategy development in institutional settings would be an asset. Sound understanding of the cross-cutting nature of food security and nutrition would be an asset.
Good computer literate. Excellent knowledge of Lao and advanced English is required.

Submission of Applications:

Interested applicants should submit their applications in writing (clearly indicating on the sealed envelope the Vacancy Announcement number 2009/10) to the FAO Representation, P.O. Box 1640, 128 Phonexay Road, Vientiane Capital, Tel: 021 413205, 414503, Fax: 021 414500 or email their applications to FAO-LA-Vacancies@fao.org with copy to Frank.Mischler@fao.org 
Applications sent to any other address will be rejected.
The latest date for receiving the applications is 27 June 2009.  Please note that application received after the closing date will not be given consideration. Only short listed candidates will be contacted.
In line with FAO policy on gender equity, the vacancy is open for both male and female candidates. FAO is also committed to increasing the number of ethnic group staff in its programmes and offices. Therefore, ethnic group candidates are especially encouraged to apply.
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