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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
National Food Security Information Coordinator

(Based in Vientiane, 11 month consultancy, with possible extension)

Terms of Reference
Under the overall supervision of the Coordinator, Regional Operations Branch (RAPR), the direct technical supervision of the Chief Technical Adviser (CTA), the guidance of the FAO Representative in the countries concerned, and in close collaboration with the designated National Focal Point and relevant FAO technical divisions, the GCP/RAS/247/EC National Project Coordinator will undertake the following activities.
· Ensure the effective implementation, day-to-day management and coordination of project activities in close coordination with the CTA, the national focal point and the FAO Representative, as appropriate.
· Closely monitor and report project progress and status to the CTA with recommendations for follow-up actions, as appropriate.
· Identify, develop and maintain close co-ordination and proactive networking with producers and users of food security information, including national authorities, international organizations, NGO and others.
· Support partners and stakeholders to collect, update, maintain, analyse and disseminate information and data, including but not limited to  market information, crop statistics, agrometeorological data, geospatial data, including the preparation of food security briefs, updates and reports, as appropriate. 
· Support and undertake research and studies under the guidance of the CTA, and in collaboration with the CTA, consultants and other project partners, including the preparation of technical reports, as required.
· Support the project’s advocacy and communication strategy, including through written briefs, presentations and updates at relevant workshops, meetings and at other fora, through the national media and the project and other websites, as appropriate.

· Support all aspects of organizing and conducting project workshops, technical consultations, seminars, periodic and ad-hoc meetings, and capacity building activities both in-country and in the region.
· Support project staff and partner missions, including when necessary, acting as an interpreter at meetings, workshops and other events, and translating key project products.
· Assist with the identification, recruitment and support to national consultants and ensure timely delivery of technically sound consultancy outputs and reports.

· Draft periodic work plans and budgets in collaboration with the National Focal Point, taking into consideration national capacity building needs, critical data and information gaps.
· Perform any other duties as instructed by the project CTA.
Essential Qualifications

· Postsecondary degree in a field related to food security (agriculture, economics, development, etc).
· Five years of relevant experience in the technical implementation and management of development programmes, projects related to food security and/or information systems.
· Excellent computer skills, data management and analysis skills preferred.
· Very good working knowledge of English, excellent communication and writing skills in the local language.
Selection Criteria

· Knowledge and experience in food security and/or information systems.

· Previous experience in project implementation including work and budget planning, monitoring and reporting work progress, and organizing and facilitating meetings and workshops.
· Demonstrated capacity to work with multi-disciplinary teams and to establish and maintain good working relationships with project counterparts and stakeholders at both central and field levels.
· Proven experience in working on cross-sectoral issues involving stakeholders from diverse backgrounds with strong organizational, coordination, networking, and programming skills.
· Experience with specialised software such as Excel, SPSS, ArcGIS, web applications and desk top publishing.

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS:  23 July 2010                        APPLY TO:  Bruce.Isaacson@fao.org
PLEASE SEND COVER LETTER, CV AND THREE REFERENCES.  ONLY SHORT-LISTED CANDIDATES WILL BE CONTACTED.
Linking Information and Decision-Making


to Improve Food Security
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