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Issue Date: 01 December 2009

Situational Overview
· The Inter Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Joint Assessment Report entitled Impact and Needs arising from the September 2009 Ketsana Typhoon, 18 to 24 October 2009 has been finalized and is available on the UN Lao web:
· Direct link:  http://www.unlao.org/Disaster/KETSANA_ASSESSMENT_REPORT_FINAL_17Nov.pdf
· Page link: http://www.unlao.org/Disaster/Ketsana.asp
· The Revised Flash Appeal based on the Joint Assessment findings has been submitted to OCHA for review. 
Cluster Response and Survey Missions as of 30 November 2009
Food Security

· WFP has distributed over 1,600 Mts of food to more than 110,000 people in Savannakhet, Sekong, Saravan, and Attapeu provinces. 
· WFP is partnering with OXFAM, CARE, World Vision, Village Focus International, Health Unlimited, and the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) in distributing food to the affected areas.

· In Sekong and Attapeu provinces, Health Unlimited and CARE have distributed non rice food to about 5,360 families, while the German and Lao Red Cross Societies have distributed food to 4,000 people. 
· FAO is planning  to purchase and distribute 440 tons of improved rice seeds and 29,000 agricultural tools for the affected provinces.
Health and Nutrition

· WHO is supporting the MoH mobile health teams and the National Centre for Laboratories and Epidemiology (NCLE) to undertake daily disease surveillance and outbreak response in the affected provinces. Cholera and dengue test kits and reagents for the NCLE have been purchased. Public education and communication materials on malaria, dengue fever, and flu have also been reprinted and distributed.
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UNICEF has provided operational and technical support to the integrated health outreach services in Attapeu, Saravan, and Sekong provinces. This includes immunization campaigns, distribution of vitamin A, deworming, iron/folic acid tablets, antenatal and postnatal care, and curative services. In addition, UNICEF has (i) provided 4,598 insecticide treated nets for distribution to households in Attapeu and Saravan provinces, (ii) introduced multiple micro-nutrient powder for children aged 6 – 59 months in Attapeu, Saravan, and Sekong provinces along with 10,000 instruction leaflets for the end users, (iii) provided communication materials in partnership with WHO.
· UNFPA has supplied 11,000 personal dignity kits that have been distributed through INGO partners and directly through the MoH.
· Health Unlimited and CARE are supporting the MoH’s mobile health teams to carry out curative services, disseminate health messages and materials, and provide stationery to health units in Attapeu and Sekong provinces.

· Oxfam Australia is distributing hygiene kits in Sekong and Saravan in partnership with CARE and the health department.
Protection

· In partnership with the Lao Women’s Union (LWU), UNICEF is providing pyscho-social help and training of trainers on Child Protection in Emergencies Preparedness to 48 LWU staff in Attapeu, Sekong, and Saravan provinces, and another 30 LWU staff in Savannakhet and Champassak provinces. Many children continue to express a fear of going near the Sekong river. The events of late September left a lasting impression of danger, especially at night (as floods rose in the middle of the night after the Typhoon struck).
· The LWU has distributed UNICEF donated clothes - 500 children’s pants, 500 Lao skirts and 1,000 t-shirts in the affected areas.

· Through the Lao PDR Government’s National UXO Programme (UXO Lao), UNDP is supporting life-saving and emergency relief efforts of clearing UXO and raising awareness of UXO risks among the typhoon-affected communities in Attapeu, Sekong and Saravan provinces. 

· The Government has relocated displaced families to safer locations, away from the river banks, and provided them with materials (e.g., 30 iron sheets per family) to build new houses. UXO clearance operations are being conducted in the sites designated for the construction of these new houses for displaced families. Mine risk education will also be stepped up as many families are unaware of the risks and dangers of UXOs. 
· Operators and implementing partners (among which HIB, UXO Lao) plan to continue in-depth assessments of the UXO threat. NRA (project funded by UNDP) with its key roles in the coordination, regulation and monitoring of all UXO operators, initiated discussions with a number of UXO partners to respond to the threat of UXO in the aftermath of typhoon emergency by supporting the production of emergency response mine risk education materials. NRA plans to engage in all monitoring and evaluation activities conducted by its partners in the five affected provinces.

Education
· Although children are back to school they have lost most of their educational materials. 
·  UNICEF is procuring roofing sheets, bricks, cement, gravel and sand to repair 20 severely damaged primary schools in Saravan and Sekong provinces to benefit 4,500 students (2,700 girls) and 100 teachers. Distribution of repair materials will be coordinated by the Ministry of Education with District Education Bureaus and Village Education Development Committees. An additional 113 partially damaged schools are also slated for rehabilitation along with water and latrine systems in 60 schools.  

Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene

· The WASH cluster is targeting 21,000 families (about 125,000 people) for WASH related assistance. Further assessments are being carried out by cluster partners to access the rehabilitation needs of the damaged WASH facilities.
· UNICEF supported a WASH assessment to Sekong, Saravan, and Attapeu provinces undertaken by the MoH – Naamsat division (dealing with WASH related activities).

· UNICEF also distributed 1 million chlorine tablets, 120,000 bars of soap, 8,000 water containers, 2,000 plastic buckets, and spare parts for 80 hand pumps in Attapeu, Sekong, and Saravane provinces. Additional procurement of similar items will be done thanks to the external funding received. 

· UN-HABITAT plans to rehabilitate 20 water systems and six water plants.

· CARE International, Oxfam Australia, and Health Unlimited have supplied water containers, soap, coagulants and chlorine in the areas of their operation.

Shelter

· UN-HABITAT is proposing partnership agreements with the Ministry of Public Works and Transport (MPWT), the Lao Red Cross, and other agencies in the emergency shelter cluster with a focus on Attapeu, Sekong and Saravan provinces.
· CARE has distributed shelter materials and water kits to 345 households in 29 villages in Lanaam district, Sekong province and in Saravan province.
· Health Unlimited has also distributed shelter and other non food items in Attapeu province.
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Early Recovery

UNDP has received funds to support the Ministry of Public Works and Transport (MPWT) in clearing debris – mud, trees, building materials, etc left in the wake of the typhoon.  Damaged roads leading to provincial and district centers and other essential services will also be repaired to facilitate recovery efforts.

Logistics

· WFP has compiled a list of private registered transport companies in Lao PDR, with their prices and terms, which the humanitarian agencies can contract for delivery of food and non food items. 
· WFP has issued guidelines on how to ease the process of custom clearance procedures and obtaining tax exemptions  for agencies purchasing relief items outside Laos.

Calendar and Contacts
· The Cluster coordination meetings calendar 2009 is available on http://www.unlao.org/Disaster/calendar.asp
· Office of the UN Resident Coordinator, Lao PDR: Tel +856 (21) 267750, 267749, 267748

Website: www.unlao.org
Disclaimer:  The information in this report is consolidated from the IASC Clusters, National Disaster Management Office, Line Ministries, UN, Red Cross Societies, INGOs, and other and subject to availability of data. Although the UN RC Office aims to confirm reports independently, occasional factual inaccuracies can occur. For inputs, questions or comments please contact directly the Office of the UN Resident Coordinator.[image: image2.png]
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Source: Provincial Disaster Management Committee Sekong, and UNDP in Sekong Provinces





A shelter related survey of the affected areas carried out by UN-HABITAT from 16 to 20 November, concluded that:


Along rivers, damage was mostly caused by rivers overflowing (speed and height of water plus affects of fast moving waterborne debris) as well as landslides in steeper areas. Wind was also a factor in some cases (central and northern areas) mostly affected crops and belongings rather than directly causing severe shelter damage;


All types of dwellings in a range of locations and of varying qualities, whether non-engineered concrete/brick, timber or thatch/bamboo, were damaged and/or destroyed by the typhoon. For some the damage/destruction was in situ: in others dwellings were physically swept away;


A selection of materials and tools have been provided to many accessible areas by a range of donors, although remote locations are still only being served by helicopters delivering mainly food items;


Apart from materials from donors, emergency shelter needs are mostly being met by salvaging serviceable parts of old dwellings, cannibalising temporary shelters from their rice fields and by obtaining materials from surrounding forests;


Shelter needs are varied according to the type and size of original dwelling, damage incurred and assistance already provided to date;


Current needs include a wide range of shelter materials (from roofing to cement to rebuild foundations), household implements, tools and/or advice on rebuilding or making repairs;


The villages themselves, through their village heads (Nai Ban) or heads of village clusters, are best placed to inform on the specific needs of each community.
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